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What are our students’ learning needs?

●They have short concentration span.

●Some require strict discipline to do 
their homework.

●Their motivation to learn English 
needs to be boosted.

●They tend not to work hard enough 
to stretch their potentials.
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Motivation
Attitude



BUT our students love….
●life-wide learning activities

●hands-on activities

●working with classmates

●playing games
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Our question:

How do we engage our students to learn 
English and stretch their potentials?
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Two engaging projects
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Snack 
tasting day

The Green 
Scientist 
Project
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Features of the two projects
SNACK TASTING DAY THE GREEN SCIENTIST

Key attributes of 
engagement

A popular topic for both 
boys and girls

An authentic task to solve a 
real-life problem

Teachers involved English teachers only English + Science teachers

Communicative
functions taught

• Describing the 
procedures of making a 
dish

• Using persuasive 
language to “sell” the 
dish

• Describing a gadget 
including its colour, 
material, size, texture, 
features and functions

• Explaining how the 
gadget works 

Generic and study 
skills learned

• Collaboration skills 
• Communication skills
• Problem solving skills
• Creativity
• Research skills



First term: Snack Tasting Day
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Design a 
poster

Introduce 
the snack

Fill out a 
food review 

form

• Design an interesting poster to 
show how to prepare a healthy 
snack

• Include persuasive and creative 
slogans for the snack

• Research relevant information about 
how to make a healthy snack

• Think of a creative dish that can meet 
all the criteria 

• Adopt some effective strategies to 
orally introduce the snack to peers

• Taste the food
• Fill out a simple food review 

form with comments 



Use persuasive 
language to persuade 

others why their 
snacks are the best

Taste the food and 
ask the group 

questions.  
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Fill out the food 
review form
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How did the activity go?
Couldn’t wait to taste the food!

The principal, teachers 
and students all enjoyed 
the food and the activity!



Learning motivation enhanced?

By looking at ….
the delight on their faces

their eagerness to persuade customers to give them 
a good food review

the speed that the snacks were consumed

the survey results 
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YES
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Survey results: average scores of the whole form

3.38 3.44 3.54 
3.36 

2.83 

3.28 

0.00

1.00

2.00

3.00

4.00

Q1: I have learned
various words and

adjectives to
describe food.

Q2: I have learned
how to design an

attractive poster to
promote our dish.

Q3: I have learned
how to present our

dish to our
classmates/guests.

Q4: I have learned
to ask questions
when we try the
food prepared by

other groups.

Q5: I have learned
how to work with

my group members
collaboratively.

Q6: I have learned
how to solve

problems when we
have difficulty in

preparing the food.

Presentation skills 
Collaborative 

skills 

Problem 
solving 
skills 



Second term: 
The Green Scientist Project
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STEM elements were 
added to spark 
students’ curiosity and 
develop their problem 
solving skills and
creativity.



What do students need to do?
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To solve a 
real-life 
problem



Help students research the 
information they need
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Always consult your Science teachers 
if you do not know the science 

theory behind.



Give them a concrete example of a 
product design
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Picture of a 
vibrant solar 

backpack
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Teach them the language they need
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Give students a frame to guide their 
design



Students’ creative design: 
Solar Power Watering System
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Students’ presentations of the gadget

Science teacher gave feedback 
on students’ designs



Conclusion
TIPS FOR DESIGNING ACTIVITIES OR PROJECTS TO 
ENGAGE STUDENTS
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Tip 1: Choose the right topic
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Local snacks?

Video games?

Interesting

Hot 

Relevant



Tip 2: Design tasks which are
challenging enough but manageable
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Instead of 
researching any 

snack on the 
Internet 

The snack has to be 
easy to make, healthy 

and tasty

Instead of just 
writing  a 

recipe

Students need to 
write a speech to 

introduce the 
snack and sell it to 

the customers



How to make the task manageable? 
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Vocabulary Language 
expressions

Sample of 
the final 
product

i. By providing learning scaffolds
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ii. By setting clear instructions and expectations
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Explain the 
assessment 

criteria before the 
activity or project

Show students 
what is expected 

Provide all 
students with 

samples to 
explain the 

success criteria

How to make the task 
manageable?
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Clear 
expectations 
with samples 

given

A poster



Tip 3: Allow room for creativity

Snack tasting day
Creative design of posters and ways to 
display the snacks

Green scientist project
Creative design of the gadgets and the 
leaflets
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Tip 4: Integrate with formal assessment
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SBA? Oral Tests?
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 Stretch each student’s potential using strategic and 
holistic planning

 Provide students with chances to apply
lifelong learning skills in an integrative manner

 Design creative and motivating tasks that require 
students’ application of problem solving skills 

Final Remarks
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